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Coming this Fall
Design + Social Change Symposium 
September 14–16, 2015
 
The graphic design program at the University of Nebraska in Lincoln’s Department of Art and Art History is plan-
ning a Design + Social Change Symposium, September 14-16. The symposium will examine the role that graphic 
design plays in social change through a series of lectures and exhibitions featuring images and newspapers from 
the Black Panther Party.
 
We invite you and your students to participate in the upcoming events. Our featured guest speaker and visiting 
artist is Emory Douglas, former Minister of Culture and Artist of the Black Panther Party. His work will be exhib-
ited at Sheldon Museum of Art from mid-August through December. Douglas will be the artist in residence in the 
Department of Art and Art History from September 14-16. On Tuesday, September 15 he will present a free public 
lecture at the Sheldon.

“He’s a revolutionary artist who created images that portrayed the conditions of why a revolution might beneces-
sary,” said Assistant Professor of Art, Stacy Asher. “And he created a visual language that is understandable. His 
graphic designs, drawings and cartoons appeared on the cover of the Black Panther Party newspaper. He will 
discuss the role of art as a revolutionary force and how art serves as an agent for social change.”
 
Also attending will be Photographer Susanna Lamaina, who is presenting an exhibition of current portraits of for-
mer members of the Black Panther Party. The exhibition will include stories about their time in the party and what 
they’re doing now. The exhibition will be held at the Love Library.

Assistant Professors of Art, Aaron Sutherlen and Stacy Asher are designing the book, entitled, “Revolutionary 
Grain: Celebrating the Spirit of the Black Panther Party,” This exhibition is a precursor to her book of portraits 
about former members of the Party which is due out in October 2016 in conjunction with the Party’s 50th anniversary. 

Former Black Panther and Party historian, Billy X Jennings will curate and attend an exhibition of his radical under-
ground newspapers from the 1960’s and 1970’s, also at Love Library. 
 
All three participants will present lectures during the symposium and participate in a panel discussion moder-
ated by Patrick Jones, Associate Professor of History and Ethnic Studies at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 
Professor Jones researches, writes and teaches about the civil rights/Black Power era, America in the 1960s, race 
relations, urban inequality, social movements, electoral politics, African American experience in the “Jazz Age,” 
and post-WWII American popular culture. Harvard University published his award-winning book, The Selma of the 
North: Civil Rights Insurgency in Milwaukee, in 2009. The Sheldon Museum of Art will also host a public screen 
printing workshop with UNL’s Social Practice Coalition.
 
If you are interested in the symposium or involving your students in any of these events, please contact Stacy 
Asher (stacyasher@unl.edu) or Aaron Sutherlen (asutherlen2@unl.edu).

Additional participants and activities may be added. More details coming soon.
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Not for release.
Working copy only.



Bios / In Process 

Emory Douglas worked as the Minister of Culture for the Black Panther Party from 1967 until the Party disbanded 
in the 1980. His graphic art was featured in most issues of the newspaper, The Black Panther, which had a peak 
circulation of 139,000 per week in 1970. As the art director, designer and main illustrator for the newspaper, he 
created images that became icons that represented Black American struggles during the 1960’s and 1970s.
 
Born in Grand Rapids, Michigan, Douglas grew up in San Francisco. As a teenager, he was incarcerated at the 
Youth Training School in Ontario, California, where he worked in the prison’s printing shop. He later studied com-
mercial art and took classes in graphic design at San Francisco City College. In 1967, he became Minister of Cul-
ture for the Black Panther Party. Emory travels and lectures around the world discussing his art and the important 
role it plays in being used as a tool for social change. 

Susanna Lucia Lamaina, BFA, MA is an independent scholar, social documentary photographer, teacher and 
photographic historian. Her work focuses on portraiture that reveals the interconnectedness of her subject’s es-
sence and the surroundings in which they live. 

A former colleague and student of Farm Security Administration photographer John Collier, Jr., Susanna is acutely 
aware of the visual language of photography and the role it plays in providing us with a discourse about visual 
communications. She has a critical eye in exploring visual clues for understanding the relationship between sub-
ject and photographer. 

She is currently working on a photography book about former members of the Black Panther Party titled: “Revolu-
tionary Grain: Celebrating the Spirit of the Black Panther Party” due out in October 2016. Susanna teaches at the 
Harvey Milk Photography Center in San Francisco, California.

Billy X Jennings is the historian for the Black Panther Party. He grew up in San Diego and moved to Oakland,
California in June of 1968. After high school of that same year, he joined the Party and remained a member until 
1974. In the 1990’s he created the website: It’s About Time, (http://www.itsabouttimebpp.com/) to preserve the 
legacy of the Black Panther Party. His collection of original radical underground newspapers from the 1960’s and 
1970’s will be on display during the symposium.

The Black Panther Party (originally the Black Panther Party for Self Defense) was a revolutionary organization for 
social change active in the United States from 1966 until 1980. It was founded in Oakland, California, by Huey P. 
Newton and Bobby Seale. Initially its core practice was its armed citizens’ patrols to monitor the behavior of police 
officers and to challenge police brutality in their community. In 1969, community social programs, such as the 
Free Breakfast for School Children and free community health clinics became core activities of Party. At its peak, 
the Party membership exceeded 2,000 and the organization had 48 chapters in major American cities, including 
Omaha, Nebraska.



Patrick Jones is Associate Professor of History and Ethnic Studies at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Jones 
researches, writes and teaches about the civil rights/Black Power era, America in the 1960s, race relations, 
urban inequality, social movements, electoral politics, African American experience in the “Jazz Age,” and 
post-WWII American popular culture. Harvard University published his award-winning book, The Selma of the 
North: Civil Rights Insurgency in Milwaukee, in 2009. Tim Tyson called the book “...a riveting new story of the 
civil rights movement in America, a tale on par with Selma, Birmingham, and Montgomery in its power and im-
portance” and Jeanne Theoharis has written, “The Selma of the North provides a devastating rebuttal of many 
of the conventional narratives of the civil rights movement.”

Jones is currently editing a collection of essays that explore the relationship(s) of music to the civil rights and 
Black Power era and working on a new monograph that looks at the contested meanings of civil rights and 
Black Power in Cleveland. He is guest-editing an upcoming issue of The Magazine of History on the black 
freedom movement in the urban North and also collects oral histories with local people about their experi-
ences in the 1960s.

If you are interested in the symposium or involving your students in any of these events, please contact 
Stacy Asher (stacyasher@unl.edu) or Aaron Sutherlen (asutherlen2@unl.edu).
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Emory Douglas Exhibition  
Sheldon Museum of Art / North West Gallery / Level 1 
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Billy X Jennings / It’s About Time BPP  
Radical Underground Newspapers 
from the 60’s and 70’s.
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Black Panther Party 47th Anniversary Celebration 
Annual Program, Kansas City, MO
 
Designed and published a detailed program for the Black Panther Party that
outlines their current role as promoters of civil, human rights.  
October, 2014 
http://www.itsabouttimebpp.com/home/home.html 
 

http://www.itsabouttimebpp.com/home/home.html


Photographer 
Susanna Lamaina 
Revolutionary Grain: Portraits and Stories 
of the Black Panther Party



Susanna Lamaina Photography, San Francisco, CA
I have been working with Susanna Lamaina on the up-
dating and publishing of portraits of the Black Panther 
Party on her photography website. Content development 
included recent photographs of the Black Panther Party, 
sizing and formating the images for publication. I am also 
working collaborating with my colleague Aaron Suther-
len on the design of a book about the members of the 
Black Panther Party. This book is intended to be designed 
during the month of February and March of 2015 with a 
launching of the book in the Fall of 2015. 
http://www.susannalamainaphotography.com/?page_
id=1057 

Angela Davis, Professor 
Emerita, Political Activist 
and former member of 
the Black Panther Party, 
Oakland, California 1984

Emory Douglas, former 
Minister of Culture and 
Revolutionary Artist for 
the Black Panther Party 
Newspaper, San Fran-
cisco, California 2011

Emory Douglas will be 
a visiting artist at the 
University of Nebraska-
Lincoln in September of 
2015. Emory will give 
a talk at the Sheldon 
Museum of Art on 
September 15, 2015

http://www.susannalamainaphotography.com/?page_id=1057
http://www.susannalamainaphotography.com/?page_id=1057
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04. “Proxemics Exercise”, 
Vinyl graphics / lettering on 
gallery wall, 12?’ Diameter 

TBD, an Interactive element, in-
viting people to participate in an
exercise in the understanding of 
their own relationship to public 
and private space.

Option 01
Tracing the circles with pencil 
and a compass that is made of 
different lengths of string.

Option 02
Make the circles out of vinyl and 
participants can write in sharpie 
their own reflections on private 
and public space.

72” w

Diagram of Edward T. Hall’s personal 
reaction bubbles (1966), showing radius in feet



Proposal for installation 
Emory Douglas / Sheldon Museum of Art
August 11 - December ?, 2015

List of Proposed Works

01. “Hello Moment”, white vinyl lettering or pencil drawing on gallery wall, 17” X 36”, promotional cards 

for distribution, 2 3/8” X 4 3/4”, white, offset printed lettering on white, heavyweight, recycled paper.

02. “If I Have Wronged You”, vinyl lettering on gallery wall, 17” X 36” 

03. “It’s Totally Dark”, vinyl lettering on gallery wall, 17” X 36”

04. “Proxemics Exercise”, Vinyl graphics / lettering on gallery wall, 10’ Diameter

05. “Well Being 01”, Flourescent Pink Tempera Paint on Canvas, 12” X 12” X 3” 

06.  “Well Being 02”, Flourescent Pink Tempera Paint on Canvas, 12” X 12” X 3”

07.  “Well Being 03”, Flourescent Pink Tempera Paint on Canvas, 12” X 12” X 3”

08. “Personal Space”, Flourescent Pink Tempera Paint on Canvas, 72” X 72” X 3”

09. “Like”, vinyl lettering on gallery wall, or situated in the periphery, bathroom mirrors etc.,17” X 36” 
 
10. “Pink Dot Experiment”, Flourescent Pink Tempera Paint on concrete sidewalks, 

sidewalk from parking lot to building. 
 

11. “Wonder”, Vinyl graphics on gallery floor, 72” diameter
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01. “Hello Moment”, 
vinyl lettering on
gallery wall, 17” X 36” 


